The travelling seal
It is through the captions that Patellani wrote to accompany the series of photos he had made for the magazine TEMPO, that we are able today to know something about the story of the small seal which travelled from Sardinia to Rome. What had happened? Patellani was sent to Sardinia to document the work of a group of speleologists concerned with the official numbering of the population of seals “monachina albiventer” existing in the Dorgali area in Sardinia. It was during the operations of census that the rough sea had separated a young sample from her mother throwing her against the rocks: it was rescued by one of the speleologist  and taken to the Dorgali sandy beach and the young seal, “who was shouting sounding – Patellani reports – sometimes like a veal, sometimes like a duck or a sheep”. Nobody knew how to feed her, she had no teeth yet and was refusing the fresh small fish, nor she wanted to be feeded with milk. By the end it was decided to take her safely to the zoo in Rome where they certainly knew how to put up with a young seal. The small sample of seal was put in Patellani’s car and together they crossed the sea to reach Rome and the zoo. There was no time to waste in burocracy and Patellani immerged the seal in the waters of most famous faountain in the world, the Trevi Fountain. He reports:”

41442 We are the only persons who can tell you the story of the travelling seal, because these pictures were taken by one of the two journalists who travelled together with the seal from Sardinia to Rome.

41492. On 13th of december 1951, at 11.00 a.m., under the astonished look of a Roman policeman, two Italian journalists, correspondent of the weekly magazine TEMPO, placed a young sample of seal into the waters of  Trevi Fountain.

41497. The news had been noticed to the press. Several reporters were present and documenting the event.

41499. Very soon a small crowd of curious people was surrounding the fountain. La small seal was happily swimming, but every now and then was sneasing due to the chlorine present in the water.

41498. The policeman, who at the beginning was curiously looking at the seal, felt his duty to fine one the two journalists, Federico Patellani, saying that:”in the Trevi fountain it is possible to throw coins but not seals (there is also a popular custom where foreigners throw coins into the fountain with the belief due to legend that they will return)... After a bath lasted at least half an hour, the young seal was taken to the zoo where now she lives happy and safe. On the zoo register the seal is signed under the name of Artura. 
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